















































16 THE ARMENIAN EXCHANGE

Journal entry day one...
by Elly Dewan

Today has been the longest day ever! | woke up at 6 am due to my excitement for the big trip
ahead of me. 1 did some last minute things before it was time to head over to Belmont High
School to learn about Armenian history by Ms.Joanne's husband. When | walked into the
room everyone was sitting and | felt like they were all watching me. | could recognize a few,
but, these people were still unfamiliar to me. | thought to myself that all these people by the
end of the three weeks were going to be like family. | took my seat and listened to what was
being taught. We got into cars and then went to the airport. We went to Alewife then got on
the train to go to the airport. Sara Credit and | stayed together. | could tell that she would be
the one | would be most close with. She is from Belmont High school, and she seemed very
outgoing, just like me. At the airport time passed very slowly and we all started to mingle, |
played cards and talked with other people. | then went to my last family dinner for three
weeks. It was sad to leave but still | was excited to go and then it was final goodbyes. | knew
that | wouldn't miss my family and friends that much because in Armenia | would have a new
family and new friends. We began to board the plane and | was next to Sara which was good
because be both don't like to fly. We grabbed hands and laughed and quietly screamed when
the plane took off. Now | was in store for a 6 hour plane ride. We got to Vienna finally and |
was tired because it was 4 am back in Boston, but | was not tired because | was filled with
excitement. Leaving Boston it was 9:45PM and it ended up taking 6 hours 48 mins. Since we
are moving east it is getting lighter so | feel like | haven't had night in a long time. During our
time in Vienna we went on a bus tour which was fun. We went to a sandwich shop and ate
lunch and visited some sights. It's weird that it is 12:22 pm here and a few minutes ago my
watch alarm went off for a 7:05 am alarm. So its only morning back in Boston. We will get on
a plane and arrive at around 4 am. Armenia is 9 hours ahead of Boston. | am afraid they will
want 1o talk to me but I'll be too tired to talk. We are about to get on our plane and my “plane
buddy" Sara is next to me again. The flight attendant came by and offered me candy and then
Sara asked for some and the lady was like “I'm sorry, these are only for the kids".

We Arrived and got our boxes and luggage and went through necessary things, then it was
time to exit the airport. | was feeling so many different things. | was afraid to meet my home
stay, what if she didn't like me? What if | didn't like her? What if her family was weird? What
if we have nothing in common? What if we get angry or bored or annoyed with each other? |
was the first one to walk down the halls which led outside and then all a sudden there was a
huge glass window and ail these kids are out there and they are all looking at me. Chris Lo
was behind me and | wondered if he was as afraid as | was. All the kids started screaming
and smiling when they saw us. | just sort of stood there like an animal looking at oncoming
traffic. | was overwhelmed and my mind was going crazy so ) kind of just laughed out loud
and smiled at everyone. Then | passed onto the other side of the glass and a girl came run-
ning up to me. She was very pretty and seemed excited. She had brown hair and wasn't too
tall, and, when | saw her coming towards me everyone else around just disappeared. She
gave me a hug and said her name was Anna. Then she started to introduce me to all the other
kids. | couldn't remember their names and then | just introduced myself and smiled. We had
small talk like about the plane ride and it was kind of awkward. We would have random
silences and then we would both just smile and giggle. Then | got scared that it would be like
this for the whole time. | thought we were both outgoing but just shy. Anna and | went to the
bus and loaded my luggage. Then we went back to go see the other kids, and, | observed
how they greeted their home stays, and it was the same. Everyone seemed happy to see their
home stays but there was still that awkward silence of meeting a new person. | figured it was
normal to be shy in front of a new person with whom you are going to spend the next three
weeks of your life. We talked about the birds that were going crazy, and about what we like,
and | was trying to think back on the E-mails we sent each other and try to remember who
she likes and what she likes.

As scared | was to meet my host sister | was even more scared to meet her family. On the
bus ride to school 65 | thought what her family would be like. We finally arrived at school 65
and | met her mom and her sister. They seemed very nice they carried my luggage and it was
totally weird because they couldn't speak English, and | just met Anna, and | didn't know what
to say to the mom and sister. So we just walked back in silence with a few words translated
by Anna. By now | was really tired.

While walking another thing entered my mind, what does her house look like? Is it small? Is
it nice? Is it dirty? Walking by each apartment complex these questions floated around in my
mind. Finally we took a right onto this little through street and we walked and | was looking
around at all the apartments that looked alike and | thought to myself, "How do they find their
way around?" We finally got to their apartment and it was on the 5th floor!

The mom and sister were carrying my stuff so it wasn't that hard for me to walk up. We arrived
on the top floor and opened the door.

| fooked around and everything looked very neat and nice and cozy. | set my stuff in my room
and it was pretty small. There was a big bed and a little bed.

The little bed was mine, and it had all the
stuffed animals on it, and, it made n
happy for some reason. Then the mc
signaled for me to come into the kitche
and the table was filled with food a
snacks, like cakes and cookies and bree
| ate a little and kind of looked around al
got acquainted with my new surrounding
The sister was looking at my magazi
with David Beckham on the cover; she i
me she liked him. | gave out my preser
and they were very grateful. 1 was aftz
they wouldn't like them or if they wol
think | was rude because | gave them so.
and stuff like that. | put on the new pj's th
gave me and fell right asleep.

Now that | have taken a long nap | ¢
refreshed and the funny thing is that wh
| woke up there were people in the roc
kind of just looking at me. | felt kind
weird because | never had people wat
me sleep, but | guess us Americans sle
differently, and its fascinating to them
knew that might happen because W
Joanne told us that random peopie v
come over just to get a look at t
"American". | felt kind of happy that peor
were interested to see me. | woke up a
had spaghetti with the family and | met t
dad and grandma. | was most afraid of t
dad because he said very few words. Tt
was the most awkward meal I've ever h
because | was at a table with a family tl
only one of them spoke English. | we
back to the room to get changed so | cot
meet up with the group to meet at sche
65 for orientation, but my luggage w
already unpacked, and my clothes we
folded, and put away neatly. Walking to
was different because all these peo
would be looking at us when we walk
down the street. Especially the boys wol
look and just keep looking. | think tF
would just watch because we we
Americans. In America the same th
happens if we see someone different:
tend to look, but we are more subtle, ¢
don't continuously stare. During the oris
tation | was looking around at all these n
strangers including some of
Americans. | would comfort mys
because | was now sure that soon the
strangers would be friends. After the ori
tation we danced and it was weird to dar
their kind of dance. It looks so good wt
they do it, but | feel really goofy when |
to dance. We returned home and |
again and then | got to realize that the
word | would need to leam is how to
“full" ( gushtem) | don't know how to spe
but that's how it sounds. Now its time
bed, and | like my host family very m
and | love the little community they livi
and | am excited to be here and for
adventures that are about to happe
know that | have just met a bunch of 1
friends and | am excited for tomorrow.






























